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With the tax season here again, it's a perfect time for your
Michigan Education Savings Program (MESP) checkup!

Dear Account Owner,

As you wrap up 2008 and start planning for 2009, below are a few tips to ensure you are
taking advantage of all the benefits MESP has to offer:

« Claim your Michigan income tax deduction on 2008 MESP 529 Plan
contributions. Contributions made to your MESP account in 2008 may be eligible for
a Michigan income tax deduction. To learn more, click here.

« Set aside a portion of your tax refund. Consider earmarking a portion of your
potential 2008 tax refund to your MESP account in 2009. You will be that much closer
to realizing the dream of a college education for your child or loved one.

- Monitor your savings goals. Use our College Savings Calculator to make sure you
are on track with your college savings goals. The National Center for Education
Statistics can also help by providing current tuition and expense data for nearly 7,000
colleges and universities in the United States.

« Contribute regularly and conveniently. If you haven't already, consider signing up
for our Automatic Contribution Plan (ACP) to conveniently add to your account on a

monthly, bimonthly or quarterly basis.

« Review your Investment Options. Check your current investment allocation to make
sure it meets your risk tolerance and time frame before your beneficiary goes to
college. The Treasury Department and the IRS recently announced that for 2009 only,
529 plan account owners will be allowed to change Investment Options two times this
year. This means that you can reallocate your investment to different Investment
Options in your Plan up to two times this year. Note this change is for 2009 only.

Thank you for being a MESP account owner and have a wonderful spring season!

Sincerely,
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Renee J. Hill

Program Manager
TIAA-CREF Tuition Financing, Inc.
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